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A Strange Gospel for Our 
Weird COVID World

BY FATHER DANIEL
Someone hugged me the other day, and it wasn’t Amanda, and I 
couldn’t figure out if I was supposed to be grateful or concerned. 
These are weird times. I’m not a hugger, but I do hug. And this 
was the first time since March 15, 2020, that someone hugged 
me who was not in my immediate family. That’s over four months 
with no physical contact with another human outside our home. 
And yet, I am mindful that this is a daily reality for many, and that 
there are those who have had no physical contact with another 
person for many years. 

COVID-19 has been difficult, to say the least. It has altered 
everyone’s reality and changed many of our routine habits. Some 
of this has been to our great benefit, but it has meant deep loss 
for many. Amidst all the difficulties this viral infection has brought 
upon our world, it has made us keenly aware of much that has 
been too long taken for granted, not least of which is the 
everyday, social isolation faced by so many in our communities. 

…Continued on page 2
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We have, therefore, an 
opportunity to take a hard look at 
our blind spots. We all have them, 
and they’ve been there for quite 
some time. Nevertheless, if we are 
willing, we do not have to 
continue in our blindness. We can 
become open to the injustices, 
oppression and suffering faced by 
many in our communities, so that 
when COVID fades into the 
background, those who suffer 
injustice, oppression, or difficulties 
of any kind will continue to rise to 
the foreground of our conscious 
awareness, that they may be 
forgotten no more. 

The challenge of Christ to the 
world is learning to see ourselves 
as we are related to everyone and 
everything, and to take that 
further step and interrogate the 
natures of our relationships. We 
are related to the soil. Do we 
nurture it as Christ? We are 
related to the stranger on the 
street. Do we speak to her as 
Christ? We are related to the 
prisoner. Have we visited him? We 

are related to those who suffer. 
Have we offered a cold glass of 
water to quench her thirst? 

Below are a list of resources that I 
have been reading to better 
understand myself from the 
vantage of others. I invite you in 
this weird season of physical 
distancing measures, as we all 
continue to learn what it means to 
live in a COVID world, to make 
room for deep reading and 
reflection. And, when you find 
yourself disagreeing with what is 
written, don’t stop with your 

disagreement. Don’t fight with the 
text. Rather, interrogate why you 
find disagreement there. Strive to 
see the world from somewhere 
besides your own vantage point. 

Friendship is the best medicine for 
gaining understanding, but it also 
means becoming friends with 
those we may count as enemies. 
For it is then that we see ourselves 
as related with those whom God 
loves, which is everyone. The 
upshot of this weird way of seeing 
the world is becoming like Jesus. 
And there is nothing more 
interesting, challenging, or 
excitingly weird than becoming 
more like Jesus. It’s time we deal 
with the strangeness of the 
Gospel that calls us to love 
strangers, forgive everyone, judge 
no one, sell everything and give 
ourselves away as bread for 
others. And here we thought 
wearing a mask during COVID 
was uncomfortable. Time for us to 
wake up, Church, to the reality of 
life in Christ. Are you ready?

Recommended Readings 
Waiting for God, Simone Weil. Explores suffering as an encounter with God and delves into the spiritual 
life as the movement of Christ within the human experience. 

Unsettling Truths, Mark Charles & Soong-Chan Rah. Addresses the ongoing, dehumanizing legacy of 
the Doctrine of Discovery. 

Knowing Christ Crucified, M. Shawn Copeland. Explores in-depth the witness of the African American 
religious experience, rehearsing the first person stories of slaves. 

Episcopalians and Race, Gardiner H. Shattuck, Jr. Traces the history of racism within the Episcopal 
Church and the inner struggle of Christians to confess this sin in the church. 

Go to www.stmikesgeneseo.org/resources for additional recommendations

Please note that Fr. Daniel will be away during the first two weeks of August to take Wyles to college and for retreat. 
If you have a pastoral emergency, please contact Lynne Messana @ 245.3153. For other church matters contact 

Diane Hamilton, Sr. Warden (703.7010) or Andrea Milgate, Jr. Warden (613.1435).

http://www.stmikesgeneseo.org/resources
http://www.stmikesgeneseo.org/resources
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Mission Updates 
BREAKING BREAD @ UPPER SOUTH STREET 
Many residents have depended on Livingston 
County’s Congregate Meal Program for a hot, 
nutritious meal Monday-Friday.  Because 
Livingston County does not provide a hot meal on 
the weekends, a little over a year ago St. Michael’s 
stepped up and began serving St. Mike’s Dinners 
monthly on a Saturday.  Members of our parish 
joined Upper South Street residents for good 
conversation and good meals, until COVID-19 
quarantine made these gatherings impossible.  The need to quarantine also made it impossible 
for Livingston County to provide meals to senior citizens.  Many residents began to feel 
nutritional stress. 

Susan Wylie of Episcopal Senior Life Communities 
contacted Lynne Messana and asked if St. 
Michael’s could provide a weekly meal for each of 
the 46 residents of Upper South Street.  Through 
the month of July, St. Michael’s provided 644 
meals!  Teams of volunteers prepare (mostly) the 
meals in our kitchen and deliver them packaged in 
serving trays to Upper South Street. Neil Cavalieri, 
who oversees the residence, then delivers a tray to 
each resident’s door. 

The meals mean a lot to the residents.  They help 
with nutrition, affirm that St. Michael’s cares for 

them, and are a witness to Christ.  Residents of 600 Country Lane are not forgotten. 

If you would like to help or make up a team, e-mail Lynne at messanamama@rochester.rr.com or 
Marylou Boynton at marylouboynton@gmail.com

Marylou and Lynne preparing food to deliver

mailto:messanamama@rochester.rr.com
mailto:marylouboynton@gmail.com
mailto:messanamama@rochester.rr.com
mailto:marylouboynton@gmail.com
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Highlights 

Over 10,000 eggs delivered!

Masks gratefully received

Mission Continued… 
ALIANZA AGRICOLA 

Although the migrants have not been meeting on site, 
there has been continuing communication through 
drivers and one major food delivery.    

DIOCESAN GRANTS & PARISHIONER GIVING 

Southwest District: $1,500 for 3 local forms of 
mission 

Diocesan Partnership Mission Grants enable churches 
to support non-profits with missions that are compatible 
with the Mission and Vision of the Diocese and are an 
important way for St. Michael’s to reach out to the 
community.  Thanks to Liz Porter, Diane Hamilton, Bob 
Wilcox, and Cally Courneen for securing these grants:  
$500 each to Chances and Changes, the Food Pantry, 
and the im/migrants through Alianza Agricola. 

Food Pantry 

Together with the Diocesan grant and the many 
donations of parishioners, St. Michael’s has donated 
$2,832 to the Food Pantry in 2020 (as of press time). 

Upper South Street 

St. Michael’s is applying for a Diocesan Mission Grant in 
support of our work with Upper South Street Senior 
Housing (600 Country Lane).  This grant would pay for 
the meals we provide there.

Alma and Aydah pack boxes to 
send to farm workers

Luis and Wyles stuff grocery 
bags to deliver

Hundreds of pounds of food distributed from St. Michael’s
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Welcome, Anton James Tramte 
Congratulations, Monica and Dan, on the birth of their son, Anton James. Monica and Dan moved 
to Geneseo two years ago, we are grateful to have them with us in St. Michael’s, and we are 
thrilled to see Anton, born on May 30, 2020, enter the world and their home. 

We look forward to baptizing Anton in St. Michael’s soon, 
and we can’t wait to see all the good that God will do in 
the coming years of his

Fr. Daniel plants Japanese ikandi 
maple tree, in memory of Wayne C. 

Seeley, given by Barbara Miller

Stewardship Update 
In spite of COVID-19, much has continued to happen at St. 
Michael’s.  Our annual stewardship campaign typically begins in 
September.  This year it will look a bit different.  While we will still 
have mailings to present information about our mission, strategic 
plan and financial well-being, we, also, plan to hold a Town 
Meeting to communicate all the work being done and the 
continued importance of our pledge campaign  While the Town 
Hall Meeting will be held in person, following all safety protocols, 
we, also, plan to livestream it for parishioners who prefer to 
participate from home.  Stay tuned for more information! 

Gina Whitcomb, Stewardship Chair
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Living With COVID @ Prayer 
BY FATHER DANIEL 

It’s time for our church doors to reopen for in-person 
worship, although moving about our beautiful building and 
how we gather for worship is not going to be the same. We 
have implemented measures for the health and well-being 
of those who enter the church, following guidelines set forth 
by the Diocese. And we owe a great deal of gratitude to our 
internal COVID-Task Force, who have guided us in this 
process: Diane Hamilton, Belen Judkins, Stephen Kelley, Jim 
Kimball, and Jim Whitehead. 

Our COVID plan articulates these precautionary measures in 
detail, which we will rehearse together when we gather 
again for the first time on Sunday, August 30, 9:30AM. 
Please review these guidelines and receive them in the spirit 
of hospitality and love of neighbor to which they call us. Some measures may seem extraordinary or 
unnecessary; nevertheless, we are called, as St. Paul says in his letter to the Corinthians, the physical 
and spiritual needs of one member of Christ’s Body, the Church, are the physical and spiritual needs 
of the whole of Christ’s Body. None of us knows how we might affect the other in this contagious 
hour, and for the time being we must find ways of maintaining physical distance and precautionary 
measures, without allowing these measures to orient us away from one another in Christ. This is a 
real challenge, yet it is our responsibility to and for one another. 

NOTE: Services will continue to be livestreamed for those who are unable to attend or uncomfortable 
attending worship in person at this time. 

When we gather on August 30, we plan to hold the service outside on the church lawn. Please bring 
a lawn chair, maintain physical distance between “pods” or family units, and should we face 
inclement weather we WILL have the service inside, rain or shine.

COVID-Task Force Plan for Re-entry 
BY DIANE HAMILTON, BELEN JUDKINS, STEPHEN KELLEY, JIM KIMBALL, AND JIM 
WHITEHEAD 

Physical Distancing: Please maintain physical distance between persons or family groups 
• Enter through the Main Entrance of the Church, unless needing to use the lift in the back 
• Pews will be marked for use and non-use, please strictly observe. Families should sit 

together, keeping 6ft between persons or other families 
• Worshippers will be greeted by an usher. If you do not have a mask, a mask will be provided. 

Everyone is asked to use hand sanitizer. 
• Bulletins will be in the pews. Please take these home or place in recycle bin upon exiting. 
• Please maintain 6ft between persons/families, even when entering the church
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Physical Distancing continued… 
• If the Church reaches maximum capacity for physical distancing, the service will be 

livestreamed in the Parish Hall, observing the same social distancing measures 
• Masks must be worn at all times, removing only to receive communion. Please remain silent 

when receiving Communion, so to avoid vapors from the mouth when receiving. 
• Hands must be sanitized immediately before receiving Communion. An usher will be 

stationed with sanitizer for all to receive in advance. 
• Signage will be on the floor to indicate 6ft separation, which is to be maintained when 

receiving Communion. 
• The offering plate will be in the back of the church by the font. Please leave your offerings 

there on your way into church, to be offered during the offertory. The plate will not be 
distributed. Gifts not offered beforehand may be given when exiting the church. 

• Ushers will direct the flow of parishioners leaving the Church, as during Communion, one 
pew at a time. Should you desire to linger in the church, you will be asked to wait until 
everyone has left before leaving your pew. 

• Parishioners will be directed to take all disposable items with them when leaving. 

Personal Protection 
• Parishioners are asked NOT to attend in-person services if they have had a positive Covid 

test or Covid-19 symptoms within the last 14 days. 
• We also ask that all parishioners take their temperature before attending services and NOT 

to attend if they have a fever. 
• Signage reminding persons of these guidelines will be placed at the entrance of the Church. 
• Face coverings will be available, but worshippers are encouraged to bring their own. 
• An automatic hand sanitizer dispenser will be placed at the entrance to the Church. 
• For contact tracing purposes (by the Livingston County Health Department) ushers will keep 

a record of those attending. PLEASE NOTE: Some persons are better at remembering names 
than others, and in some situations names simply do not come to mind immediately. Please 
do not take offense if you are asked for your name. Be gracious and hospitable to your ushers 
if they ask you to remind them who you are. 

• Hearing devices will be sanitized between services. 

Sanitizing the Space 
• All pews will be sanitized between services. NOTE: only one service will be offered at this 

time, at 9:30AM. We will continue to discern this change moving forward. 
• Bathrooms will be cleaned and sanitized between services. Wipes and hand sanitizer will be 

available in the bathrooms for worshippers to clean after their use. 
• The lift from the parking lot will be sanitized between services. 

Other 
• Services will not involve singing for the foreseeable future. There WILL be music.  
• Communion will be received in only one kind, the consecrated bread. 
• Potlucks and coffee hours will not take place at this time. 
• There will be no Sunday School until further notice. 
• We are exploring how and when to reopen the church for meetings.
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Buildings and Grounds 
Update 
BY STEVE KELLEY & PHIL IRONS, CO-CHAIRS 

Under the guidance of the Strategic Planning 
Team, the Buildings and Grounds committee has 
undergone some transformation to include sub-
committees headed by current members such as 
Roger and Cindy Dieter, Gary and Libby Long, 
and Jim Garner and welcoming new members 
Ron Whitcomb, Pat and Rebecca Rio.  We are, 
also, looking for additional new members.  If you 
feel the call, let us know. Thanks to Jim and his 
special equipment, the team and other family 
members recently completed a huge project of 
removing a tree and trimming unwanted branches 
over the parking lot.  (This committee is unafraid 
to indulge in the grunt work.)

Thanks to Cindy Dieter, Roger Dieter, Jim Garner, Susanna Garrett, 
Phil Irons, Stephen Kelley, Gary Long, Libby Long, Rebecca Rio, 
Emelia Rio, and Pat Rio who helped remove the rotted tree from the 
corner of the church parking lot.
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The Early Show
Musicale during the Time of COVID:  

The Early Show raises $1,100 for 

Mission 

Facing the limitations of a quarantine, St. 
Michael’s Musicale for Mission morphed 
into The Early Show.  The online spoofs 
aired June 12, 19 and 26.   
Hosts Father Daniel and Monica 
Hershberger updated us on some news 
items we were likely to have missed and 
introduced skits and music.  The mix of 
high and low culture included Joe 
DeBell as “your personal sin lawyer” and music from St. Michael’s amazing musicians.  Travis Prinzi 
performed his own social justice songs, the Canning family played Bach on steel drums, and Mitch Bush’s 
concert included Gluck’s Dance of the Blessed Spirits which he dedicated to Barbara Miller’s late 
husband Wayne Seeley.  A link to the podcasts is on the webpage. 

Joe DeBell, your personal “Sin-Lawyer”

Visit www.stmikesgeneseo.org/earlyshow to watch reruns of the Early Show, and learn how you can continue 
to give in support of mission in St. Michael’s and our community partners. Thanks to everyone who tuned in 
and gave to support the cause.

Virtual Neighborhood Program
with Episcopal Senior Life Communities in Geneseo 

In March 2020, ESLC launched a virtual platform for the Neighborhood 
Program, which consists of health and wellness initiatives and activities that 
build positive and strong relationships among members. The program 
continues to respond directly to the needs and desires of older adults with 
activities centered on physical fitness, education, nutrition, and 
socialization, as well as one-on-one wellness coaching. The Neighborhood 
Program has moved online to continue these offerings, using the Zoom 
Meeting, online platform, to help older adults remain active and engaged 
from their homes. 

If you would like to get involved, please visit www.episcopalseniorlife.org/
neighborhood-programs, or contact Susan Wylie, program director, 
directly at swylie@episcopalseniorlife.org. 

http://www.episcopalseniorlife.org/neighborhood-programs
http://www.episcopalseniorlife.org/neighborhood-programs
mailto:swylie@episcopalseniorlife.org
http://www.stmikesgeneseo.org/earlyshow
http://www.episcopalseniorlife.org/neighborhood-programs
http://www.episcopalseniorlife.org/neighborhood-programs
mailto:swylie@episcopalseniorlife.org
http://www.stmikesgeneseo.org/earlyshow
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FINANCIAL GOOD NEWS 
BY MARYLOU BOYNTON 

Paycheck Protection Program 
In April St. Michael’s received $26,900 from 
PPP. In accordance with the requirement, these 
funds were used for salaries; the loan should 
be forgiven. 

New York Landmark’s Conservancy Sacred 
Sites Program:  $7,000 

This program granted this award to cover 50% 
of the cost of a Building Condition Survey and 
architectural sketches for ways to improve 
access to our building. Bero Architecture, 
PLLC, which specializes in the preservation of 
historic buildings, is doing the survey. Their 
exterior condition report will identify and 
prioritize needed repairs, an engineering 
survey that evaluates electrical, heating and 
plumbing systems and a universal access 
feasibility study that will provide St. Michael’s 
with suggestions for ways to improve handicap 
access.  Because most grantors require 
building condition surveys, this survey prepares 
us to seek grants for building restoration.

Parish Family Updates 
• David Szczygiel died in his home on Sunday, July 26, with Gail, Mike (son), Lori (daughter) 

and Mike (son-in-law) by his side. A burial service is being planned for the middle of 
September. More information will be available soon. 

• Sally Moses died on July 18, 2020, at 97. Sally’s art will continue to be enjoyed for 
generations to come. A family service is being planned. 

• Bob Waring died on May 2, 2020, one day shy of his 94th birthday. A burial service, with 
interment at Temple Hill for both Bob and Shirley, will be held in St. Michael’s on Saturday, 
September 26, 12PM. 

May light perpetual shine upon each of them, as they rest in the holy habitations of God.
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Labor Day Chicken BBQ 
Monday, September 7 

Drive-Thru only 

Dear friends in St. Michael’s, 

The absence of our annual 
Memorial Day parade and 
chicken barbeque was felt 
by so many of us. However, I 
am thrilled to announce that 
we will be hosting a Labor 
Day Chicken Barbeque from 
11:30 to 1:30 on Monday, 
September 7! Tickets will be 
available for purchase both 
online and in person for $12 
each. We will provide only 
carry-out meals to help 
ensure the safety of all 
patrons and workers.  We 
are very much looking 
forward to serving up the 
delicious barbeque chicken 
prepared by our very own 
Ron Pollock and his ‘Q 
crew. The yummy sides 
always require a little 
preparation in the kitchen 
the day of the event.  We will 
also be packing the boxes, 
so if you would like some 
additional fellowship, please 
contact Sandy Wilcox, 
243-5290 or 
wilcoxsandy59@gmail.com. 

Andrea Milgate, Jr. Warden

mailto:wilcoxsandy59@gmail.com
mailto:wilcoxsandy59@gmail.com
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AUG: 

8/17: VESTRY MEETING, Church Lounge, 6:30PM 
Because of COVID, Vestry Meetings are closed  
meetings until further notice, for distancing measures

8/30: IN-PERSON WORSHIP begins again in Saint 
Michael’s, 9:30AM. Weather permitting, service will  
be outside. Bring your lawn chair and mask. 

SEPT:

9/7: LABOR DAY CHICKEN BBQ

9/21: VESTRY MEETING, Church Lounge, 6:30PM 
Because of COVID, Vestry Meetings are closed  
meetings until further notice, for distancing measures

9/26: BOB WARING funeral, 12:00PM

9/27: ST. MICHAEL’S SUNDAY, with Baptisms and  
Confirmation, 9:30AM - Some form of gathering for 
a celebration will take place. Stay tuned!

Saint Michael’s Episcopal Church 
23 Main street 
Geneseo, New York 14454

OCT:

10/4: ST. FRANCIS DAY Blessing of the Animals. 
Time TBD. 

10/24 “UNSETTLING TRUTHS,” AUTHOR 
ENGAGEMENT, 9:00AM 

UPCOMING EVENTS

Love your neighbor? Wear your mask. 
Maintain the bonds of peace even when apart 6ft.
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