
Sayings & Teachings of Jesus, Part I 
May 20, 2020 
Fr. Daniel
Matthew 16.13-24

And Jesus… questioned his disciples, saying, “Who do men say the Son of Man is? And they said, “While some 
say John the Baptist, others say Elijah, and other say Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” …“But you, who do you 
say that I am?” Simon Peter said, “You are the Anointed, the Son of the living God.” And in reply Jesus said to 
him, “Blissful are you, Simon bar-Jonah, for flesh and blood did not reveal this to you, but rather my Father in the 
heavens. And to you I also say, You are Peter [Rock], and upon this rock I will build by assembly, and the gates of 
Hades shall have no power against it. I shall gives you the keys of the Kingdom of the heavens, and whatever you 
bind on the earth will have been bound in the heavens, and whatever you unbind on earth will have been 
unbound in the heavens”… then [he] began to explain to his disciples that it was necessary for him to go forth 
into Jerusalem and to suffer… And, taking hold of him, Peter began to remonstrate with him, saying, “Grace to 
you, Lord; by no means shall this happen to you.” But [Jesus] turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Accuser; 
you are a stumbling-block for me, because you think not the things of God, but those of men.”

Peter, the Rock on which Jesus will build his church, the one who will receive the keys to the 
Kingdom for binding and loosing on earth and heaven, is the only person Jesus ever calls 
“Satan” or “Accuser.”
Luke 24.13-35

And look: On that very day two of them were journeying to …Emmaus, And they were talking with each other… 
as they talked and debated, Jesus himself approached and journeyed along with them; But their eyes were 
constrained so as not to recognize him. And he said to them, “What are these remarks you exchange with one 
another while walking?” And they stood still with saddened expressions. And in reply one of them, Cleopas by 
name, said to him, “Are you only a visitor to Jerusalem and ignorant of the things happening in it these days?” 
And he said to them, “What things?” and they said to him, “The things concerning Jesus the Nazarene, a man 
who was a prophet, mighty in work and word before God and all the people. But the chief priests and our rulers 
both handed him over for condemnation to death and crucified him. But we had been hoping that he was the one 
about to liberate Israel; and, in addition to all this, it has reached the third day since these things occurred. But 
some women among us also astonished us, having come to the tomb early in the morning, And, not finding his 
body, came and told also of having seen a vision of angels, who say that he lives. And some of those with us went 
to the tomb, and found it just as the women had said, but did not see him.” And he said to them, “O fools, and 
with hearts slow to believe in all the things of which the prophets spoke: Was it not necessary for the Anointed to 
endure these things and to enter into his glory?” And, beginning with Moses and with all the prophets, he 
expounded to them the things concerning himself in all the scriptures. And they approached the village to which 
they were journeying, and he made as if to journey further on. And they urged him intently, saying, “Stay with 
us, for it is toward evening, and this days has now set.” And he went inside to stay with them. And it happened 
that, as he reclined at table with them, he took the loaf and blessed it and, having broken it, he shared it with 
them; And their eyes were opened, and they recognized him; and he vanished from their sight.

Jesus had taught his disciples that he would go to Jerusalem, that he would suffer and die, and 
be raised from the dead. No one understood. When it is understood, Jesus vanishes.
Matthew 5.3-12

“How blissful the destitute, abject in spirit, for theirs is the Kingdom of the heavens; How blissful those who 
mourn, for they shall be aided; How blissful the gentle, for they shall inherit the earth; How blissful those who 
hunger and thirst for what is right, for they shall feast; How blissful the merciful, for they shall receive mercy; 
How blissful the pure in heart, for they shall see God; How blissful the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons 
of God; How blissful those who have been persecuted for the sake of what is right, for theirs is the Kingdom of the 
heavens; How blissful you when they reproach you, and persecute you and falsely accuse you of every evil for my 



sake: Rejoice and be glad, for your reward in the heavens is great; for thus they persecuted the prophets before 
you.

Notice how the language shifts gears from those to you.
“Action in accord with Christ does not originate in some ethical principle, but in the very person of Jesus Christ.” 
~Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Ethics

The sermon on the mount is autobiographical, and calls its hearers to imitate its reality in 
Jesus.
“The sermon is not a list of requirements, but rather a description of the life of a people gathered by and around 
Jesus. To be saved is to be so gathered… No one is asked to go out and try to be poor in spirit or to mourn or to be 
meek. Rather, Jesus is indicating that give the reality of the kingdom we should not be surprised to find among 
those who follow him those who are poor in spirit, those who mourn, those who are meek.” ~Stanley Hauerwas, 
Matthew

The Sermon on the Mount is the interpretive lens through which to understand everything 
that Jesus says and does. It draws attention to the reality that Jesus, the Son of God—the 
Incarnate, Anointed One, is what he says and teaches. What Jesus teaches is what Jesus brings 
into being, a new community—the Body of Christ on earth, to be inhabited and lived out as 
church, for the life of the world.
“Linked to our brothers and sisters by a common goal which is situated outside ourselves, only then do we 
breathe, and experience shows us that to love is not to gaze at one another, but rather to look together in the same 
direction.” ~Antoine de Saint-Exupery

Matthew 5.21-28, 33-34a, 37-41, 43-44, 48

You have heard that it was said… “You shall not commit murder…” Whereas I say to you that everyone who 
become angry with his brother shall be liable to judgment… You have heard that it was said, “You shall not 
commit adultery.” Whereas I tell you that everyone looking at a married woman in order to lust after her has 
already committed adultery with her in his heart. So if you right eye causes you to falter remove it… if you right 
hand causes you to falter, cut it off… Again, you have heard that it was said to those of ancient times, “You shall 
not swear oaths falsely,” and “You shall render up to the Lord what your oaths are sworn upon.” Whereas I tell 
you not to swear at all… Rather, let your utterance be “Yes, yes,” “No, no”… You have heard that it was said, 
“You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy”—whereas I say to you, love your enemies and pray for 
those who persecute you… So be perfect, as your Heavenly Father is perfect.

“We only learn to live in “heaven”—in the presence of our maker, saviour, and lover—when we learn to live on 
earth, here and now inhabiting the space in which God has placed us.” ~Rowan Williams, Holy Living


