
A BRIEF NOTE ABOUT LITURGY DURING COVID19 
Please note that our liturgy has changed. For the sake of everyone’s well-being, there will be music but 
there will not be singing. Humming softly is permissible. When responding, please do so quietly 
without projecting your voice. Please keep your mask on at all times, removing only to receive 
Communion. We ask that you kindly maintain physical distance and avoid unnecessary contact. 
Additionally, as some things have had to change, you are encouraged to participate in the liturgy as the 
embodied person that you are. Gesturing is the primary form of human speech. We point before we talk. 
There are moments during the service where it is fitting and encouraged to make the sign of the cross 
on your body, offer a reverent bow, genuflect, kneel, offer your hands in praise, etc. Think of worship 
as a full body experience and your soul will follow. In other words, get involved newly. The praise of 
God is a movement before it is a word, for the Word is the movement of God in our midst.

THE PRELUDE

WELCOME

OPENING HYMN Hymnal 390
OPENING ACCLAMATION

Celebrant  Blessed be God:       Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People Who was, who is, and who is to come. Amen.

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And with thy spirit.

Celebrant Let us pray.
O God, forasmuch as without thee we are not able to please thee, mercifully grant that thy Holy Spirit 
may in all things direct and rule our hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who with thee and the same 
Spirit liveth and reigneth, one God, now and for ever.

People Amen.
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POST COMMUNION PRAYER The people stand, as able.
Celebrant Let us pray.

People Gracious God, in the fellowship of thy faithful people wherever Holy 
Eucharist is celebrated, and with all thy faithful who are unable to receive 
this day, we join our voices in thanksgiving for the mystery of thy presence, 
not only in bread and wine, but also in us, the temples of our bodies. Thou 
hast made us not only to receive Eucharist, but to become Eucharist, so that 
in our bodies, and in the bodies of our neighbors, we would behold thy face. 
Send us out, O Lord, from wherever we stand, to nourish this world with thy 
life-giving presence, so that, inhabited by grace, we might draw the world to 
thee; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE SECOND READING Romans 14:1-12
Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of quarreling over opinions. Some 
believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables. Those who eat must not despise those 
who abstain, and those who abstain must not pass judgment on those who eat; for God has welcomed 
them. Who are you to pass judgment on servants of another? It is before their own lord that they stand 
or fall. And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make them stand. Some judge one day to be 
better than another, while others judge all days to be alike. Let all be fully convinced in their own 
minds. Those who observe the day, observe it in honor of the Lord. Also those who eat, eat in honor of 
the Lord, since they give thanks to God; while those who abstain, abstain in honor of the Lord and 
give thanks to God. We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. If we live, we live to 
the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the 
Lord's. For to this end Christ died and lived again, so that he might be Lord of both the dead and the 
living. Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you despise your brother 
or sister? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God. For it is written, "As I live, says the 
Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall give praise to God.” So then, each of us will 
be accountable to God.

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

THE INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Celebrant      Behold the mystery of salvation. Behold what you are.
People May we become what we receive.

The ushers will invite the people to receive by row. Please remove your mask before leaving your pew 
and maintain silence. Keep appropriate distance between each person or family group. Please put 
your mask on when you return to your pew. It is fitting to then offer your own prayers of thanksgiving 
after you receive the Sacrament.

COMMUNION HYMNS Hymnal 397
Hymnal 577

CLOSING HYMN The people sit. Hymnal 674
BLESSING The people stand, as able.
HYMN CODA

DISMISSAL The ushers will dismiss the congregation by row. Please be patient. Any who desire may 
remain in the church for a time of prayer and reflection, beginning from the front. Please maintain 
physical distance, wearing your mask, as you exit the church.

THE PSALTER Said antiphonally, alternating Epistle and Gospel sides. Psalm 149

8 The Lord is full of compassion and mercy, * 
slow to anger and of great kindness.

9 He will not always accuse us, * 
nor will he keep his anger for ever.

10 He has not dealt with us according to our sins, * 
nor rewarded us according to our wickedness.

11 For as the heavens are high above the earth, * 
so is his mercy great upon those who fear him.

12 As far as the east is from the west, * 
so far has he removed our sins from us.

13 As a father cares for his children, * 
so does the Lord care for those who fear him.
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Hymn Reflections for Today, September 13, 2020 

Today's hymns guide us to pray for the desire of inner peace and love and 
promote the mission of giving the comfort of love and peace wherever there is 
sorrow. 

"Lord, cleanse the depths within our souls, and bid resentment cease.” 
(Detroit Hymn 674 v.4).



THE GOSPEL The people stand, as able. Matthew 18:21-35
The Holy Gospel of our      Lord Jesus Christ, according to…

People Glory be to thee, O Lord. (A simple bow of the head is offered.)
Peter came and said to Jesus, “Lord, if another member of the church sins against me, how often 
should I forgive? As many as seven times?” Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but, I tell you, 
seventy-seven times. “For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished 
to settle accounts with his slaves. When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand 
talents was brought to him; and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, together with his 
wife and children and all his possessions, and payment to be made. So the slave fell on his knees 
before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ And out of pity for him, 
the lord of that slave released him and forgave him the debt. But that same slave, as he went out, came 
upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he said, 
‘Pay what you owe.’ Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, 
and I will pay you.’ But he refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he would pay the 
debt. When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went and 
reported to their lord all that had taken place. Then his lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You 
wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. Should you not have had 
mercy on your fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?’ And in anger his lord handed him over to be 
tortured until he would pay his entire debt. So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if 
you do not forgive your brother or sister from your heart.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise be to thee, O Christ. (A simple bow of the head is offered.)

THE CONFESSION OF FAITH The people remain standing, as able. The Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen 
and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one 
Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation (A simple 
bow of the head is offered.) he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became 
incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake (A solemn bow from the waist or is 
made, or kneeling.) he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On 
the third day he rose again (The people rise.) in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into 
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the 
living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, 
the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is 
worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one Holy Catholic 
and Apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the 
resurrection of the dead,      and the life of the world to come. Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING Eucharistic Prayer I
Celebrant The Lord be with you.

People And with thy spirit.
Celebrant Lift up your hearts.

People We lift them up unto the Lord.
Celebrant Let us give thanks unto our Lord God.

People It is meet and right so to do.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Celebrant And now as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray,
People Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

THE AGNUS DEI The people kneel or make a reverent bow.
Celebrant O Lamb of God that takes away the sin of the world,

People have mercy upon us.
Celebrant O Lamb of God that takes away the sin of the world,

People have mercy upon us.
Celebrant O Lamb of God that takes away the sin of the world,

People grant us thy peace.

SEQUENCE HYMN The people may remain seated. Hymnal 593

The Celebrant continues with the Proper Preface…
Celebrant Therefore with Angels and Archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we laud 

and magnify thy glorious Name; evermore praising thee, and saying,

THE SANCTUS

People Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Hosts: 
Heaven and earth are full of thy Glory. 
Glory be to thee, O Lord Most High.
     Blessed is he that cometh in the Name of the Lord. 
Hosannah in the highest.

The people remain standing, as able. It is also fitting to kneel. If you are unable to stand or kneel, it is 
fitting to sit during the Eucharistic prayer.

The Celebrant continues with the Anamnesis, Memorial Acclamation, Epiclesis and Doxology…
During the Canon of the Mass, it is customary to follow the movements of the Celebrant, e.g., bowing, 
making the sign of the cross, etc. These actions are not for clergy only. They are patterns of movement 
to help each worshipper create and inhabit the space of prayer more deeply, so that prayer comes 
more deeply to inhabit and create space in the worshipper.
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GOSPEL HYMN REFLECTION Karen Canning



THE HOMILY Fr. Daniel
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE The people kneel, as able.

Leader I invite your prayers for God's people throughout the world; 
for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury, for Michael, our Presiding Bishop, for Prince, 
our Bishop, for Billy, our Rector, for Terry, Deacon emeritus; for this gathering; and 
for all ministers and people. Pray for the Church.

Silence is observed between invitations, as the people offer quiet prayers.
Leader I invite your prayers for peace; for goodwill among nations; and for the well-being of 

all people. Pray for justice and peace.

Leader I invite your prayers for the poor, the sick, the hungry, the oppressed, and those in 
prison. Pray for those in any need or trouble.

Leader I invite your prayers for all who seek God, or a deeper awareness of God’s presence. 
Pray that all may know as we are known by God.

Leader I invite your prayers for those who have died, especially those we name silently or 
quietly.

The people are invited to name any who have died, either silently or quietly.
Leader I invite your prayers for anything or anyone you wish to name before God, either 

silently or quietly.
The people are invited to voice their prayers, either silently or quietly.

Leader I invite your thanksgivings for anything or anyone you wish to offer thanks before 
God.

The people are invited to voice their thanksgivings, either silently or quietly.
Leader Let us ever remember in times of need and in times of joy, that we have been 

reconciled in Christ, who has given us the ministry of reconciliation.

People Amen.
Celebrant The Celebrant may offer a concluding collect.

THE CONFESSION OF SIN

Celebrant Let us confess our sins unto God, who forgives us as we forgive others.
People God of all of mercy, we have sinned against thee, failing to seek thy face in each 

other, the stranger, the poor, the hungry, and in the oppressed. Forgive us our 
self-deception, our self-righteousness, our desire to control, and our complicity in 
the violence of this world. Help us, we pray, to love all people as we are loved by 
thee, and to forgive others as thou hast forgiven us; that we might do justice, love 
mercy, and walk humbly before thee; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE ABSOLUTION

THE PEACE The people stand as able.
Celebrant The Peace of the Lord be always with you.

People And with thy spirit.
The people offer one another a sign of peace—a simple, reverent bow.
ANNOUNCEMENTS

OFFERTORY SENTENCE & DOXOLOGY

The people stand, as able, as the Eucharistic gifts are brought forward, and may be seated as the 
Celebrant prepares the Table for Communion. The people then stand, as able, when the Usher brings 
the tithes and offers into the Sanctuary to be offered.
THE RECEPTION OF THE EUCHARISTIC GIFTS

Celebrant All things come of thee, O Lord,
People And of thine own have we given thee. Amen.

OFFERTORY HYMN Hymnal 516
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The Sign of the Cross: This ancient devotion, often treated lightly at sporting 
events or wrongly emphasized as a way to shave off years in purgatory, is a tangible 
and faithful gesture that the Christian is someone marked as Christ’s own forever. It 
hearkens to our baptismal life in Christ, where taking up our cross daily and dying 
to self is a matter of faithful devotion, which is called to mind each time we make 
the sign of the cross upon our bodies, so that we forget not our calling.

Simple Bow from the Head: Bowing, perhaps more than any other movement, 
helps a worshipper remember that glorifying God is an incarnate affair; worship is 
an embodied way of life. Aside from physical limitations or being differently abled, 
bowing inclines the worshipper to receive her life from the humility of Christ, who 
lowered himself that we might be raised to the heights of heaven. Places for a 
simple bow: invocation of the Name, Jesus, at the elevation of the consecrated bread 
and wine, before the celebrant in procession, anytime it is fitting to bow to the 
Christ in your neighbor, etc.

Solemn Bow from the Waist: As above, this gesture, the solemn bow, is a way to 
show greater reverence. Places for a solemn bow: anytime passing the altar or 
sacrament, before the cross in procession, at the mention of “for our sakes he was 
crucified” during the creed, at the invocation of the Trinity, etc.

Silent forms for deepening your participation in worship 
When in doubt, just follow the priest.


