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See the latest 
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Sabbatical, COVID & 
Re-imagining the Church

BY FATHER DANIEL

Sabbatical, meaning “of the sabbath,” is a period of rest and 
prayerful discernment for a priest and church after sharing life 
together for a while. In the Episcopal Church, the sabbatical 
rest is intended for clergy and parishioners to separate for a 
time, usually 3 months, with the purpose of attending to the 
inner life of the spirit, where each person reflects and opens her 
or himself to being understood in the light of the other. What 
does this mean? 

It means that the priest goes away to pray and to study, and to 
reflect on her or his role in a particular church, and to receive 
guided direction as to her or his effectiveness in a particular 
parish. It is also for the Vestry and people of a church to discern 
their own effectiveness in ministry with their particular priest. In 
short, how effective are WE in the work of the Gospel? 

…Continued on page 2
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I am privileged to have 
received the opportunity for 
rest and reflection with the 
people of Christ Memorial 
Church on the island of Kauai, 
Hawaii. This program through 
the Episcopal Diocese of 
Hawaii enables clergy persons 
to enjoy some sabbath rest, 
while serving and learning with 
a local congregation. 

I will be leaving for my 
sabbatical on Sunday, February 
18 - April 27, with a possible 
extension immediately 
following, depending on 
COVID. This time away is for 
our family and St. Michael’s to 
live apart for a season. 

Two priests will be filling in 
while I’m away: Fr. Laurence 
Wainwright-Macks and Mo. 
Mary Ann Brodie. Services will 
continue “as normal,” mindful 
of COVID gathering restrictions 
that may be in place. And you 
are in good hands with your 
wardens. 

The Vestry will also be going 
through a workshop of sorts to 
discern together where our 
blindspots may be as a 

community, as well as those 
areas that are working well and 
simply need highlighting. 

I am grateful for this time away, 
and I very much look forward 
to how this will impact each of 
us in our life together in Christ. 

Each year, the church has set 
aside funds to enable the 
rector to be away. These funds 
are used for the rector’s 
personal study and 
discernment, for the 
discernment of the parish, and 
to help offset expenses of 
outside clergy. It is a wise form 
of saving for everyone’s mutual 
discernment and benefit. We 
will all grow through this 
experience. 

COVID, for all the pain and 
anxiety it has caused (my 
brother and his family wrestle 
with it as I write), has yet 
afforded us the opportunity to 
pause and re-imagine what it 
means to be the church. We 
have become newly connected 
with each other, especially 
those who cannot get out and 
about. We are more aware of 
the challenges each of us is 

facing. And we are newly 
attentive to one another in the 
life of faith. As we have 
become more attentive to each 
other, our faith has grown. 

The question before us is this: 
How will we continue to grow 
together as clay for the Potter’s 
hand? Will we try to return to 
what may or may not have 
been, or will we, newly open to 
God and each other, relearn 
what it means to follow Jesus 
in the Way of Love? 

I hope we will see newly from a 
different angle, perhaps 
standing in a different pair of 
shoes. I hope we will grow to 
see ourselves from the vantage 
of the other, ever open to who 
“I” am in the light of the other. 
For as Christians, we know that 
what “I” see is not all there is 
to see. And, when I am seen by 
God and my neighbor, 
knowing who I am in their light, 
it is then that I begin to know 
who I really am. It is then that I 
know all things in their 
relatedness to the God who 
calls us each by name.

Belated Congratulations to Our Scholars 
Our St. Michael’s scholars had to be celebrated virtually in June this year, but we honor 
and congratulate them just the same.  Three of the awards—Csapo, Dewar, and 
Hopkins-- are funded by earnings from the CDA, while the St. Michael’s scholarship 
comes from donations by parishioners during the year.   Kelley Lynch received the 
Dewar and St. Michael’s scholarships; Wyles Daniel received a St. Michael’s award; and 
Josh DeBell earned a combination of the Csapo, Hopkins and St. Michael’s awards. 

The music program also confers recognition on its members.  Leadership Awards went 
to Joey DeBell, Josh DeBell, Claire Halstead, and Wyles Daniel.  Chorister 
scholarships went to Josh DeBell, Claire Halstead, and Wyles Daniel. 

Parishioners are encouraged to contribute to the St. Michael’s Scholarship at any time.
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Mission Updates 
BY THE COMMUNITY FOR THE COMMUNITY 
Despite COVID and our enforced distance from each 
other, forms of mission continue, some more than 
ever. 

Breaking Bread at Upper South Street is the 
“official” name of St. Michael’s mission to the 
residents of Upper South Street Senior Living.  Each 
week members of St. Michael’s prepare and deliver a 
hearty meal to Upper South Street.  Some of the 
cooking happens at home, some in St. Michael’s 
kitchen.  Do these meals make a difference?  Read 
Cherie Child’s note of thanks. 

COVID has made residents of Upper South Street 
more isolated and St. Michael’s mission more 
important.  The mission is a way for members of St. 
Michael’s and residents of Upper South Street to share 
the love and presence of Christ.  It is a chance to live 
faithfully.  If you would like to join Anita Whitehead, Sandy Wilcox, Diane Hamilton, Liz Porter, 
Lynne Messana, Cindy Dieter, Jennifer Kucaba, Margie Wallin and Marylou Boynton in 
preparing or packaging hearty meals to the 46 residents of USS, please e-mail Marylou at 
treasurer@stmikesgeneseo.org or call her at 585-734-1946.   

The Geneseo-Groveland Food Pantry is challenged to meet the ever-growing need of 
those in our community.   The Pantry welcomes monetary donations (31 Center Street or 
through St. Michael’s) as well as contributions of time and food.  The Shopping Army 
provides an easy way to drop off the most-needed items on a regular basis.  If interested, 
please contact Sandy Wilcox (243-5290 or wilcoxsandy59@gmail.com) 

Alianza Agricola continues to meet (when allowed), and volunteers drive some families for 
their weekly shopping outings.

Many hands at work for the Labor Day Chicken BBQ

A note of thanks from a grateful resident.

mailto:treasurer@stmikesgeneseo.org
mailto:wilcoxsandy59@gmail.com
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Buildings & 
Grounds at 

Work 

Rebecca & Pat Rio, Stephen Kelley, 
Libby Long

Father & Daughter @ Work

11 Ward Place 
A NEW SOURCE OF INCOME 

After extensive study and approval by the Diocese, 
St. Michael’s will use 11 Ward Place for student 
rentals.  St. Michael’s is purchasing this property to 
address its chronic annual operating deficit of 
roughly $30,000.00.  Projections of income and 
expenses indicate 11 Ward Place should provide 
$22,000.00 of annual income towards St. Michael’s 
operating expenses.   

The property at 11 Ward Place will cost 
$180,000.00.  This will be funded by drawing on St. 
Michael’s CDA, which was increased by the sale of 
Upper South Street for $150,000; a pledge of 
$45,000.00; and, potentially, a matching grant of 
$12,000.00.  It is important to note that the 
purchase of 11 Ward Place is a balancing of St. 
Michael’s portfolio to include real estate in addition 
to the funds in the Combined Diocesan Account.  
This purchase should increase St. Michael’s equity 
by at least $45,000.00 and provide a greater rate of 
return than the CDA. 

As this is a reallocation of endowment 
investments, only 95% of the net profit will be 
used for operating expenses. The remaining 5% of 
net income will be reinvested in the Faith, Hope & 
Charity Endowment fund, in keeping with our 
stewardship obligations. 

“Matching Grant” opportunity: 

Other parishioners may contribute towards the 
$12,000 grant by sending any amount to the 

attention of Marylou Boynton, St. Michael’s,  23 
Main Street, Geneseo.   Write on your check “11 

Ward Place.”  The matching grant is “ open” 
until the purchase date, January 31, 2021.

Roger Dieter, Jim Garder & Pat Rio 
(Stephen Kelley on the camera)
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Sold-Out (Labor Day) Chicken BBQ! 
Many thanks to everyone who sold tickets, cooked, served and cleaned up for St. Michael’s annual 
chicken barbecue—not Memorial Day but Labor Day.  This year the chicken barbecue raised 
$3,717.86 for St Michael’s.  An especial thanks to the 14 generous donors who contributed $569 
to pay for 46 chicken dinners to be shared with the residents of Upper South Street.  An added 
benefit to the occasion is that we learned drive-through delivery works so well that it may become 
a given.  Thanks to all!

Nominating Committee Report for Annual Meeting 
The Vestry consists of 9 members plus two Wardens.  Nominees are as follows: 

 Jr Warden (2yr term): Steve Kelley 

 3yr terms:   Liz Porter, Rebecca Rio, Wendy Sisson, Gina Whitcomb 

 1yr terms:   Rick Beard, Monica Hershberger 

(other Vestry remaining: Warden Andrea Milgate + Ted Canning, Darcy Lynch, and Sandy Wilcox) 

Diocesan Southwest District Candidates (3 delegates and alternates) 

 Delegate:  Mary Kruppner 
 Alternate:  Diane Hamilton 

 (other remaining delegates:  Liz Porter and Bob Wilcox) 

Report submitted by Nominating Committee Chair Diane Hamilton + Marylou Boynton, 
Patti Lewis-Browne, and Liz Porter.
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Long-Range Planning Reaches Milestone 
Bero Architecture representatives, Jennifer Ahrens and Lindsay Yoder, met with the 
Strategic Planning Team on November 13 to present the results of the Building 
Condition Survey.  This survey, funded by a donation and a grant from the New York 
Landmarks Society Sacred Sites program, provides a description of the condition of St. 
Michael’s building that will enable St. Michael’s to prioritize maintenance and repairs 
and apply for grants to help pay for same.  Spoiler:  it looks like addressing storm 
water run-off will be a priority.   

The Sacred Sites grant also helped fund an accessibility study.  Ms. Yoder is designing 
ways to facilitate handicap access and movement through all of St. Michael’s many 
levels. 

The Strategic Planning Team and Bero Architecture will continue their conversation in 
early December. 

Your Strategic Planning Team: Diane Hamilton (Chair), Marylou Boynton (Secretary), 
Chris Rider, Ted Canning, Liz Porter, Stephen Kelley, Jim Whitehead, Andrea Milgate 
(ex officio), Fr. Daniel (ex officio) 

Learn More about Strategic Planning in St. Michael’s and download the full 
Conditions Survey on our website at: www.stmikesgeneseo.org/strategicplanning 

SBA PPP Loan Forgiven 
In April St. Michael’s received a $26,900.00 loan through the Small Business Association to 
help pay for salaries and utilities during the COVID shutdown.  Our loan has been 
completely forgiven. 

http://www.stmikesgeneseo.org/strategicplanning
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2021 Pledge Campaign—Becoming the Body 

THANK YOU for sending in your pledge!  Pledges are the single largest source of 
operating income for St. Michael’s.  St. Michael’s pledge goal for 2021 is $175,000.00.  
As of November 30, St. Michael’s had received 41 pledges that total $113,298.00. The 
number of pledges represents slightly more than half the usual number, so if you have 
not yet sent in your pledge, please do! Even without our physical presence, the work 
and obligations of St. Michael’s continue. 

Please send your pledge card to 23 Main Street, attention Pledge Clerk, OR, this year 
you can enter your pledge directly in OnRealm.  Instructions for this method are on St. 
Michael’s website.  If you would like assistance with your login, please e-mail us at 
info@stmikesgeneseo.org. You may, also, request envelopes to help with your varied 
donations, even if you choose not to pledge.  Contact Marylou with any questions.

A gift opens doors; it gives access to the great. 

~Proverbs 18:16

mailto:info@stmikesgeneseo.org
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In these challenging times, we appreciate all the extra effort supplied by so many in 
making our virtual and actual church experiences possible.  Thanks to all who are assisting 
Fr. Daniel with technological expertise, including Ted Canning and Curtis Scott Grant…to 
Mitch, whose music inspires us…to the Wardens and Treasurer, who have had to go 
beyond the usual…to a special COVID-guideline team…to those who made our on-site 
services possible…to those who continue our mission work outside the parish…to those 
who continue to support the church financially…to those who arrange and deliver 
flowers…to all who continue to pray for and sustain each other.  

St. Michael’s is alive and active, in new and fresh ways as we endure separation. 

Be sure to visit the church’s website to stay connected and remain involved while we are 
physically separated in this season of pandemic: 

www.stmikesgeneseo.org 

Saint Michael’s Episcopal Church 
23 Main street 
Geneseo, New York 14454

Thanks for the Extra

http://www.stmikesgeneseo.org
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